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HISTORICAL NOTES AND QUERIES. 



Will of William Fairfax. 



In the name of God, Amen — 

I William Fairfax Esqr. Collector of His Majesty's Customs on South 
Potomack River in Virginia and One of His Majesty's Hon'ble Council, 
being of sound and disposing Mind and Memory, do make this my last 
Will and Testament, hereby revoking and disallowing all other and for- 
mer Wills by me made. Firstly I resign unto God my Soul and Spirit 
in humble Hopes of Pardon for my Sins and of everlasting Life through 
the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ my Saviour. And as to my 
Body I desire it may be interr'd near the Remains of my late wife at 
Belvoir if I die in Virginia and my Executors hereafter named think It 
may be conveniently carried to the enclos'd Place of her Sepulture; 
Otherwise leave it to their Discretion where and in what manner to be 
deposited. 

As to my Worldly Estate I give bequeath and devise all my Plantation 
situate lying and being on Potomack River between Pohick and Doeg 
Creeks now in the County of Fairfax together with all the Houses and 
Edifices thereon call'd and known by the name of Belvoir, and all my 
other Lands as well purchas'd of Messrs. Francis and Cadwalladar Dade 
as of Mr. Welsh and Others with the Appurtenances, Household Goods, 
Stock and other personal Estate to me belonging unto my eldest Son 
George WilPm and to his Heirs for ever; I also give and bequeath unto 
my Said Son George Will'm and his Heirs for ever my Negroes named 
Scipio and Sylvia together with their Issue and Increase, also Pompey. 

I also give bequeath and devise unto my Son Bryan and his Heirs for 
ever all my Tract of Land near and below Difficult Run in the afore- 
said County containing about Five thousand five hundred acres together 
with the Houses, Edifices, Stock and Appurtenances thereon known 
and call'd in my Deed by the name of Towlston Grange, and likewise 
give and bequeath unto my said Son Bryan and his Heirs for ever my 
Negroes now employ'd thereon named Pipere, Punch, Adam, Old Sarah 
and her Daughters Betty and their Issue, Omah and her Children Scipio, 
Sarah, Dolly & their Issue; also my waiting Boy Jack lately purchased 
of Mr. Ambler. I also give and devise unto my sd. Son Bryan and his 
Heirs for ever my other Tract of Land cont'g about One hundred and 
sixty Acres called Newfoundland joyning sd. Towlston Tract & Capt. 
Cha: Broadwater's. 

I likewise give bequeath and devise unto my Son William Henry and 
his Heirs for Ever all my Tract of Land containing about Fourteen 
hundred acres known and call'd in my Deed by the name of Springfield 
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together with the late Court House of this County, the Ordinary, other 
Houses erected and Improvements thereon by Leases or otherwise; I 
also give and devise my other Tract of Land adjoyning cont'g about 
Two hundred and Sixty Acres (which I purchas'd of Mr. Thomas Lewis 
as by his Deeds of Conveyance may appear) unto my sd. Son William 
Henry and his Heirs for Ever. I likewise give and bequeath unto my 
said Son William Henry and his Heirs for Ever my Negroes named 
Towlston and Phillis their children Issue, Moses, Will, Lucy and her 
Issue. 

I also give bequeath and devise unto my Daughter Hannah and her 
Heirs for ever my two Tracts of Land situate lying and being in the 
Gourd Vine Fork of Rappahannock River on Blackwater Run in Cul- 
peper County, the One containing Three thousand two hundred and 
fifty acres, the Other cont'g Eleven hundred Acres; I likewise give and 
bequeath unto my Said Daughter Hannah and her Heirs for Ever my 
Negro's nam'd Hannah, Sarah and Polly (Daughters of old Pompey 
dec'd and Sarah) and their Issue and Increase; also give and bequeath 
unto my Said Daughter the Gold Watch, a Silver pint mugg and two 
Silver Porringers marked D C — which were her Mother's my late wife. 

I likewise give and bequeath unto Sarah the wife of my Said Son 
George Wm. my negro Girl named Suky and her Issue, my sd. Daugh- 
ter-in-Law standing as Godmother to the sd. negro Girl, therefore and 
other affectionate Motives desire She may have the Property and Dis- 
posal thereof. 

I also give and devise unto my Son-in-Law Major John Carlyle his 
Heirs and Assigns for Ever my Tract of Land on the Branches of Tus- 
karora Rivulet that runs into Goose Creek containing about eleven hun- 
dred acres first Granted by the Proprietor's Deed to Mr. Wm. Digges 
of Maryland and being lapsed for nonpayment of Quit Rents since re- 
granted to and reconveyed by the sd. Mr. Carlyle. 

It is also my Will and Desire that my other Lands not herein before 
mentioned and devised be sold if my Executors think it necessary and 
approve thereof. Or the said Lands Or their Value as may be agreed 
on, to be divided among my Children Bryan, William Henry and Han- 
nah giving to each of Them such a Part, Share or Portion of such Lands 
or their Value according to their Respective Occasions and Circum- 
stances, of which the Executors are earnestly entreated to examine and 
Determine. 

Lastly I hereby constitute and appoint my said son George Wm., my 
Sons-in-Law Colo. George Lee, Major John Carlyle and my loving 
Friend the Hon'ble Colo. Wm. Beverley to be the executors of this my 
last Will and Testament written with my own Hand; and I request each of 
my Executors and each of their Wives to accept Five Pounds sterling 
to purchase the small Token of a Ring. In Testimony of all which 
Devises and Bequests I have hereunto set my Hand and Seal the sixth 
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day of February 1755, and in the twenty eighth year of the Reign of his 
Britanick Majesty King George the Second. 

(Signed) W. Fairfax. | Wax sea ,_ 



Signed Sealed and Declared to be my last will In the Presence of 

(Signed) John Dalton, 
Rob. Dalton, 
Charles Eskridge. 

At a Court held for the County of Fairfax 20th September, 1757. 

This will was presented in court by George Lee and John Carlyle two 
of the Executors therein named who made oath thereto and the same 
was also proved by the oaths of the witnesses, and at a court held for the 
county aforesaid 20th February, 1759, George William Fairfax one other 
of the executors herein named took the oath of an Executor and the 
said Executors having severally performed what is usual in such cases — 
certificate is granted them for obtaining a Probate in due form. 

Teste. J. Wagner, CI. Cur. 



Slave Owners "Spotsylvania" County, 1783. 

(Communicated by Edward W. James.) 

William Allan, Esqr 35 Joseph Oril Brock 10 

Benjamin Allsup 13 Mordica Buckner 41 

John Atkinson 4 Thomas Bartlet 8 

James Allan 7 Elizabeth Battaley 3 

John Anderson 1 Henry Brock 7 

William Ashley 5 Harry Bartlet 12 

Alexander Adkins 3 Charles Burrage 1 

Thomas Allan 5 Edw'd Brasfield 6 

John Apperson 17 Jno. Buckner Est 29 

Paul Apperson 1 Francis Buckner 13 

John Arnold 3 Thomas Burbridge 12 

George Arnold . 5 William Bridges 1 

Thomas Ashman 1 George Bran 1 

George Atkinson it William Blaydes 22 

William Alexander 7 William Brown 9 

John Allcock 6 Thomas Tredg Brown 5 

David Anderson 1 Major S. K. Bradford 3 

David Allen 1 John Benson 3 

Thomas Allan Paine 4 John Bengey 1 

Anthony Arnold 5 Margret Baggett 3 
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Charles Beasley 2 

John Bowie 11 

Thomas Blanton 3 

George Blakey 5 

Mary Bell . . 2 

Colo. Joseph Brock 31 

Richard Bullard 4 

Joseph Brock, Jr 4 

Mary Burbridge 6 

Daniel Brannan 11 

Tavernon Branham 2 

Benjamin Ballard 3 

Thos. Branham 1 

Edm'd Bryant 5 

Joseph Bullock 1 

Joseph Bledsoe 10 

Richard Brooke 47 

Lawrence Brooke 5 

Edm'd Bryant, Jr 1 

John Bullock 1 

Susa. Bartlet 8 

Richard Collins 4 

John Clayton 16 

William Clayton 13 

Thomas Clayton 5 

Robert Collins 2 

Elizabeth Clayton 8 

Rice Conner 11 

Colo. Jonathan Clarke 15 

Henry Chandler 4 

Richard Coleman, Jr. 18 

Robert Spe. Coleman 10 

Robert Coleman 17 

John Coates 9 

William Cason 5 

Susanna Cason 3 

Thomas Coleman 19 

Richard Coleman 16 

John Cary 1 

James Crawford 5 

Spilsbe Coleman 16 

John Carter 6 

Christopher Crawford 1 

Thomas Colson 33 

Capt. Jno. Carter, Jr 9 



John Brownlow 2 

Thomas Brown 1 

Ephraim Beasley 7 

William Carter 10 

Stapleton Crutchfield 33 

Elizabeth Carter 5 

Capt. Jno. Carter, Sen'r 31 

Rice Curtes 8 

Jonathan Carpenter 1 

John Chew, Jun'r 8 

Haws Coleman 4 

Jno. Chiles 8 

Clayton Coleman 18 

William Coates 1 

Nice Coleman 14 

Capt. John Chew 28 

Kesia Cayle 1 

Joseph Collins 5 

Ann Cunningham 6 

Thomas Carr 4 

Thomas Crutcher 14 

Benjamin Davis 2 

Mary Davis 3 

Edmund Dare 3 

Richard Dickerson 13 

John Day 10 

Ambrose Dudley 10 

Wm. (Bals) Daingerfield 61 

Edward Darnaby 4 

William Darnaby, Sen'r 10 

Mrs. Mary Daingerfield 71 

William Darnaby 6 

Peter Dudley 7 

James Dudley 1 

Thomas Duerson 19 

Thomas Dillard 5 

William Duerson 8 

William Davenport 14 

Robert Darrett 3 

Elisha Dismukes 5 

Richard Dillard 10 

James Drake 3 

Benjamin Dawson 3 

William Dawson 7 

Joseph Duerson 11 
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Benjamin Chapman i Benjamin Day 2 

Wm. Cammock Est . 18 John Davenport 6 

George Cammock 9 William Duvall 5 

John Cammock 2 William Duvall, J r 1 

Mary Chew 9 Henry Duerson 10 

Joseph Chew 3 Elisha Dickinson 11 

Robert Bev'y Chew 3 Ann Estes 8 

Henry Cammock 1 Hezekiah Ellis 8 

Francis Cammock 3 Thomas Estes 2 

Gawin Corbin 35 Tilley Emerson 1 

Mark Carrill 1 James Edwards 33 

Edward Collins 7 Richard Estes 4 

Walter Chiles 12 John Estes 2 

Richard Coleman 7 Samuel Estes 4 

Edward Coleman 2 John Edwards 10 

Elijah Carter . 1 Uriah Edwards 3 

Charles Cosby 12 William Ferguson 8 

David Chivis 4 Abraham Fergusson 4 

Caleb Coleman 15 William Forson 2 

Christopher Daniel 5 Samuel Falconer 2 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 



QUERIES. 

Avirett, Markham, Massenberg, Tvree, Netherland, Gilbert, 
and Harris Families. 

The undersigned wishes to pay for colonial or historical data of the 
following, their antecedents and descendants: 

( 1 ) The Avirett family of Onslow county, N. C. John Alfred Avirett, 
Sr., lived at " Richland Farm," near the present Richlands P. O. 

Is it a Huguenot name ? 

(2) The Markham family of Virginia. Who was the Immigrant? 
When? Where from? Dr. James Bernard Markham emigrated from 
Amherst (?) county, Va., to South Alabama at an early date. Was the 
immigrant named John Markham ? Did he settle in Chesterfield county ? 
And among other children was Vincent Markham, who was in first 
Commission of the Peace for Powhatan county, June, 1777, one of his 
sons? 

(3) The Massenberg family of Virginia. The wife of Dr. J. B. Mark- 
ham was Eliza Massenberg. Of Prussian descent? 

(4) The Tyree family. Who was the Immigrant? What county in 
Virginia ? W r here from ? 

(5) The Netherland family of Goochland and Cumberland counties, 
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Va. Colonel Littleberry Mosby, Sr., married Elizabeth Netherland, 
August, 1748. 

(6) William Gilbert, of "Gilberllown" (Rutherford county, N. C.,). 
Was in patriot House of Commons 1780, 1782, 1783; died before 1807. 
Is erroneously called "a loyalist" in Draper's "King's Mountain," 
simply because Major Ferguson camped at "Gilbert-town" several 
weeks before the battle. Gilbert was in Commission of the Peace for 
Tryon (afterwards for Rutherford) county before the war. James Hol- 
land married his daughter, Sarah Gilbert, January, 1780. Gilbert's wife 
was Sarah McCandless, of Philadelphia. Tryon county was dismem- 
bered in 1779. 

(7) Tyree Harris is stated in Bishop Meade's " Old Churches, etc.," 
to have been a vestryman in Albemarle county, Va., in 175-; is shown 
by the parish records, now in custody of Seminary at Alexandria, to 
have ' ' removed out of this parish, ' ' 1758. Did he go to North Carolina ? 
Tyree Harris was Governor Tryon's High Sheriff of Orange county, N. 
C, 1767. See Wheeler's, N. C, where his tax-collecting proclamation 
exasperated the " Regulators." Defaulted as tax collector and removed 
from the county. Volumes VII and IX Colonial Records, N. C. Did 
he come to Tennessee ? Tyree Harris was living in Davidson county 
(Nashville), Tenn., in 1800, died there intestate in 1801, and his wife, 
as Susannah Dew (married Arthur Dew), administered in April, 1802. 
See Johnson vs. Dew, 5th Haywood's (Tenn.) Rep., 225 et seq. Was 
this T. H. a grandson or a son of the High Sheriff? 

Tyree Harris, of Albemarle county, Va., had a sister Sarah, who 
married John Rodes (II), and her son Tyree Rodes (I) one of commis- 
sioners to lay out town of Pulaski, Tenn. Act of Legislature, Nov. 
1809. 

Who was General Tyree Harris Bell, C. S. A., now of Fresno, Cali- 
fornia, once of Tennessee ? 

Flournov Rivers. 

Pulaski, Tenn. 



The Families of Ballance, Lampton and Price. 

In the summer of 1635, John Ballance, aged 19 years, emigrated from 
England to Virginia, "in ye Merchant's Hope, Hugh Weston, Mr." 

Charles Ballance, who married about 1770, Martha Lampton, daughter 
of Colonel Samuel Lampton, of Virginia, was probably descended 
from the emigrant, John Ballance. From this marriage were born two 
children, Willis and Blanch. Blanch married William Mitchell. Willis 
Ballance married June 3, 1796, Joyce or Rejoyce Green, daughter of 
Nicholas, the fifth son of Robert Green and Elizabeth Price, his wife. 
Elizabeth Price was the daughter of Ajalon Price, " gentleman," whose 
estate was opposite the Somerville Ford of the Rapidan river, and near 
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the first court-house of Orange county, Virginia. His will, of record 
in Orange county, devises land to his daughter, Elizabeth, wife of Nich- 
olas Green, and gives to her a mourning ring with the legend, "In 
Christ and in thee my comfort lies." His wife was named Joyce . 

The summer of his marriage Willis Ballance, with his wife Rejoyce 
Green, went to Madison county, Kentucky, in which place was born on 
November 10, 1800, his son, Charles Ballance, who became one of the 
most distinguished lawyers of Illinois. 

I shall be greatly obliged for any information concerning, viz: 

I. The descendants of the immigrant John Ballance, or the ancestors 
of Charles Ballance, who married Martha Lampton. 

II. The family of Martha Lampton, who is stated to have been a 
cousin of Mrs. President Madison. 

III. The ancestry of Ajalon Price, of Orange county. 

Rev. Philip Slaughter, in his History of St. Mark's Parish, gives an 
extended account of all of the seven sons of the immigrant, Robert 
Green, except the above-named fifth son, whom he dismisses with the 
following few words, viz: "Nicholas, the fifth son of Robert Green, 
married Miss Price, had a number of children who moved to Kentucky." 

Holdridge O. Collins, 

Los Angeles, California 



Adams — Monroe. 

Abednego Adams, of Fairfax county, Va. (born in Charles county, 
Md., 1721), died November 1st, 1809, leaving the following children: 
Francis, Josias Peake, John, Robert, Abednego, James, Mary Ann, and 
Sarah Moss Adams, all of whom, except Mary Ann and John, married 
and had issue. 

Information concerning their descendants is desired. 

Major Wen. Newton, of Stafford county, Va. (who died 1789), married 
Margaret Monroe, of Westmoreland county, Va. Information relative 
to her ancestry will be gratefully received by 

Mrs. J. F. Maynard, 
352 Genesee Street, Utica, N. Y. 



Chappell Family. 

Kansas City, Mo., April 2, 1896. 

Editor of the Virginia Magazine of History, &c. : 

Sir, — I have obtained from the clerk of Prince George county, Va., 
the copy of a receipt which throws additional light on the history of the 
Chappell family previous to 1740; and gives the name of the old mer- 
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chant who died in Petersburg about 1740, and who was my great-great- 
grandfather. It also establishes the name of his father. The clerk writes 
me that all the record-books in that county have been lost or destroyed, 
except one — a deed-book from about 17 10 to 1730. In this book is 
found the following, which is doubtless the receipt of a young man on 
coming of age, to his guardian, for his patrimony, inherited from his 
father: 

" Prince George Co., Va.— S. S." 

"I hereby acknowlege to have received of James Jones all prop- 
erty, personal and real, which came into his hands for me from the 
estate of my father, Thomas Chappell, deceased, &c, &c. 

Signed James Chappell [«.] " 

(with a wafer. ) 
May 10th, 1715. 

I have not copied the entire receipt on account of its length. 
This document establishes the name of my great-great-grandfather 
■(James Chappell) beyond a doubt, and also the name of his father 
(Thomas Chappell). 

Yours truly, 

Phil. E. Chappell. 



Barrett. 

Rev. Robert Rose, in his MS. Diary, mentions Rev. Robert Barrett 
in 1727. Meade, in Old Churches and Families of Virginia,\ 'ol. I, 420, 
mentions Rev. Robert Barrett as rector of St. Martin's Parish, Hanover, 
from 1754 to 1785. The William and Mary College Quarterly, in 
the records of the college, states that on June 15, 1737, Mr. Robert 
Barrett was " elected Master of the Indian School in the Room of Mr. 
John Fox," and a foot note states he was subsequently rector of St. 
Martin's Parish. 

Is there any known record of the parentage, dates of birth, death or 
burial-places of either of these clergymen ? 

Virginia Barret Gibbs, 

Newport, Rhode Island. 

Mrs. Charles Ridgely {nee J. M. Barret), 

Great-Grand Daughter of Rev. Robert Barret, 

631 South Fourth Street, Springfield, Illinois. 

Carter. 
Browning's "Americans of Royal Descent" states that Robert Carter, 
"the Councillor," of Nomini Hall (son of Robert, and grandson of 
"" King " Carter), married his cousin, Miss Bladen; and that one of the 
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daughters of this union (unnamed) married " Mr. Quisenberry, of Vir- 
ginia." I shall be very thankful to any one who will write me the given 
name of this Miss Carter, and the given name of the Mr. Quisenberry 
she married; or any other information about them. 

A. C. Quisenberry, 

Inspector General's Office, 
Washington, D. C. 



Ali.ens. 
Any information about the Aliens, of Surrey (especially of Claremont) ? 
The maiden name of Elizabeth, wife of Richard Allen, of Claremont, 
who was a married man in 1742? The parents of the said Richard 
Allen ? 
With thanks for any information on this subject. 
Respectfully, 

(Mrs.) S. P. Mitchell. 
March 2, 1806. 



Claiborne. 

Alameda, Cal., March /S, 1896. 
Editor of the Virginia Magazine 0/ History, &c. : 

Sir, — I have noted three references to the Claiborne arms in the 
Virginia Magazine, but have never seen mentioned the arms of Wm. 
Claiborne, the founder of the family in Virginia. 

The arms of Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas Claiborne, as corrected on 
page 461, Vol. I: "Ar. 3 chevrons interlaced in base sable, a chief of 
the last," are undoubtedly the arms of the family. 

In the Magazine of American History, Vol. X, page 83-100, Mr. John 
Esten Cooke, in his charming sketch of Wm. Claiborne, furnishes two 
engravings of the arms of the secretary, which may be described thus: 
Quartered, 1st and 4th Ar. 3 chevronels in base sable, a chief of the last. 
2nd and 3rd Ar. a cross engrailed, vert (for Kirkbride). Crest a demi- 
wolf regardant sable. Motto, "Clibborne Sceame." 

Doctor C. J. Clebome, of Norfolk, eminent authority, says the amis 
of all branches of the Virginia Claibornes (descended from Secretary 
Wm. Claiborne) should be quartered as above. 



